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PRESIDENT NICHOL PRESIDING

PRESIDENT: (Recorder not activated immediately) . . .Zornes o f
the Lincoln Church of God. Would y ou p l e ase rise f o r t h e
i nvoca t i o n .

PASTOR JESSE ZORNES: ( Prayer o f f e r e d . )

PRESIDENT: Th a n k y o u, Pas t o r Zo r ne s .

(Recorder m a l f un c t i one d . )

CLERK: I have a quorum present, Mr. Presi d e n t .

PRESIDENT: Tha n k y ou . Any corrections to the Journal today?

CLERK: No corrections, Mr. President.

P RESIDENT: A ny m e s s ages , r epor t s , o r an no u n c ement s ?

CLERK: Mr . Pr es i d ent , an Attorney General's Opinion addressed
to Senator S chmit re garding t he W h e a t Bo ar d , and a n ew
resolution, LR 263 by Senator Conway. (Gave b r i e f exp l an at i on . )
That will be la id over, Mr. President. ( See pages 1 0 6 2 - 6 5 o f
t he L e g i s l a t i ve J ou r n a l . )

Mr. President, LR 261 is r eady f o r y ou r s i gn a t u r e , and t h a t i s

PRESIDENT: Wh i l e t h e L eg i s l at u r e i s i n s ession an d c a p a b l e of
transacting business, I p r o p ose t o s i gn and d o s ign L R 2 6 1 . Yo u
will observe that t he St at eh o o d Day ceremony is at eleven
o ' c l o c k . However, it is my understanding we will not recess for
that ceremony. Mo ve onto Select File.

CLERK: Mr . Pr es i d en t , the first bi ll for discussion by the
Legi s l a t u r e t h i s mor ni ng i s L B 163 . T he b i l l has b een
d i s c u s se d o n Se l e ct Fi l e . Enrollment and Review a mendments h a v e
been adop t ed , a s hav e amendments offered by Sena=or Rod Johnson,
Senato r Mo r r i s se y , and S e n a t o r He f n e r . Wnen the Legislature
l as t d i s c u s s e d t h e b i l l , Mr . Pr es i d en t , Senato r Hef ne r h ad an
amendment pending to the bill. Senato r , I b l i ev e t h i s i s y ou r
disposable diaper amendment found on page 599 of the Journal.

PRESIDENT: (Gavel . ) Cou l d we p l e a s e ha v e i t a little quieter

all that I have.
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down th r o u gh Tec u mseh towards Auburn. It is now a hazardous
highway to drive on when one year ago it was a very safe highway

Record, Nr . C l e r k .

t o d r i v e on , s o t h e s e a r e .
. .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR NORRISSEY: ...many things we have to keep in mind and
I'd especially approve of the part where Senator L amb h a s
directed a portion of this to the ICC because the ICC does not
necessarily always understand how a b andonment or sho r t l i ne
spin-offs of these railroads do affect those o f us i n t h e
Midwest. I'd urge support for the resolution. Thank you.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k yo u . A ny o th e r d i scu s s i o n on t he
adoption of the resolution? Seeing none, Senato r L amb, would
you like to close?

SENATOR LAMB: Nr. President and members, I think this issue has
been pretty well discussed, but in case that somebody says,
well, they really haven't filed for abandonment yet, so all this
i s p r e mature , I wou l d like to read part of a letter that is
dated December 22 in 1989 addressed to Nike Goings, who i s t he
rail planning supervisor down in the Department of Roads, and
this is signed by Michael Payette (phonetic) who is their
legislative representative for the Chicago-Northwestern, and in
part he says, our goal is to sell this line. After the first of
the year we will ask those who received our data book to give us
a firm proposal. We intend to work with anyone who gives u s a
r easonable p r op o sa l t o reach a mutually beneficial agreement.
If we do not receive any reasonable proposals, we will at that
time show the line in category one and publish the map. Now
that is legalese for saying we' re going to abandon the line. So
this is the letter that we have from the Chicago-Northwestern
that really indicates that they are going to abandon it and so
I' ll just ask that the resolution be adopted

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u . Y ou' ve heard t h e c l o s i n g and t h e
question is the adoption of LR 262. T hose in favor of that
motion please vote aye, opposed nay. Have you al l voted?

C LERK: 2 9 a y es , 0 n a y s , N r . Pr es i d e n t , o n adopt i o n o f L R 2 6 2 .

LR 262 is a dopted. Moving to LR 263,SPEAKER BARRETT:
N r. C l e r k .
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CLERK: Nr . P resi d e n t , 263 o f f er e d b y S e nator Conway. (Read
brief description.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: T h e Ch a ir re co g niz es S enator C onway.

SENATOR CONWAY: Thank you, Nr . S pe a ker , members, about 12 miles
north of Wayne in northeast Nebraska is a little community of
Dixon, Neb r a s ka. I t ' s now a . ..never was a very large community
and now is about 125 people, I think, are to tally listed in
their residents. The community was initiated in 1890, platted
like most...many Nebraska towns by the railroads and since that
time developed over time, to be somewhat known little festival
community in northeast Nebraska. It was of Irish descent and so
there was always a lot of activity. A little community right
next door about a mile away over the hill of Concord was always
able to successfully vote that they never needed a l i quo r
license because they wouldn't corrupt their town with that when
they had a path over the hill over to Dixon and they could do it
that way, so it's been w ell known for it s k ind of j ov i al
partying and festive mood and I'm offering up this resolution as
our recognition of their 100 years and they can include this in
their resolutions and recognitions from other people with
respect to their 100 years at their activities this summer.

SPEAKER BARRETT:
S enator Hefner .

Thank you. Dis cussion on the resolution,

SENATOR HEFNER: Nr. President and members of the body, I r i se
to support this resolution. Dixon is right across the line from
the 19th Legislative District which I represent. I have many
friends there and what fascinates me is the pride that some o f
these communities take in their community, some of the people
take in their communities and Dixon is no different t han t h i s.
They certainly take pride in their community. I know that they
have rece i ved awards from the Nebraska Community Betterment
Committee and so I would urge you to support this resolution.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you . Any ot h e r di s c u s s i on? I f n o t ,
Senator Conway, any closing comment'? Thank you . The quest i on
before the house is the adoption of LR 263. Those in fa v o r v ot e
aye, opposed nay . Rec o r d , N r . Cl er k .

CLERK: 2 6 a y e s , 0 nay s , Nr . P resi d e n t , o n adoption o f L R 2 6 3 .
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SPEAKER BARRETT: LR 263 i s ado p t e d . Moving t o L R 264 .

CLERK: LR 264, Mr. President, was offered by Senators Wesely,
Landis, Schmit. I have a request from Senator Hannibal and
Smith to add their name a s c o - i n t r o d ucer s . It ' s fo u n d o n
page 1118 of t he Jour na l . It extends th e Leg islature
congratulations to M r. Roger Welsch on his receiving the

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Wesely, please.

S ENATOR WESELY: T h ank y o u . Mr. Speaker and members, it's with
great pleasure that I rise in support of LR 264, along with my
c o-in t r o ducer s , S enator Lan d i s , Sen a to r Schmit and Senator
Hannibal and Senator Smith and anybody else that would like to
be on the resolution. Roger Welsch, I t h i nk , i s k nown by most
of us. He has entertained us time and again in different forums
and has been an individual who is well known and well regarded
throughout the state and now with his exposure on n a t i o n a l TV
and the national media across the country. H appens to be a v e r y
good friend of mine and I very much cherish that friendship. If
you take a look at the resolution, it talks about Roger and the
good times he brings to all of us and the different roles he
plays as man about town of Dannebrog,which is his new home,
formerly of Lincoln. His p ar e n t s h app e n t o r eside i n my
district, are constituents, and h e h a s moved up t o D a nnebrog
though and there he has established a N ational Liars Hall o f
Fame which has brought fame to Dannebrog and to Nebraska. Among
the different accolades he has received is including the fact
that he has been featured i n t he

'
and, o f

course, you know my tendency to use that as a very reliable
source. I used it one time on the pit bulls eating the mobile
home and that certainly helped that legislation as we passed it
recently, and Senator Hall isn't here, but he will recall it.
And I' ll pass this around, again, from the '

, i t
talks about the Liars Hall of Fame. Among the different best
lies that they had were it was so dry last summer my c ows g a v e
powdered milk. My wife is so ugly, I take her everywhere I go
because I can't stand to kiss her g o o d - bye . Ther e a re a n y
number of witticisms here that you can use and borrow and steal
as you give speeches in your districts, just give credit back to
the Liars Hall of Fame and Roger Welsch who s tarted it all. I n
f act , must add this. I don't know if this has been made
public before. I don't know if Roger e ven w a n t s an yb o d y to
know, but he...his lies are so big,so incredible they are not

Trai l b l a zer A w ard .
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repeated occasions, have been found wanting b y f e d era l cou r t s
that say children have become prejudiced by the checkerboard
financing effect in various s tates, Te x a s be i n g among them,
T ennessee be in g a n o t her . That in fact promises like that are
not empty words, but are binding on Legislatures, and to the
extent that Legislatures t urn a deaf ear t o the needs of
students and to allow the variations of wealth to p r oduce
inferior educations for children, those Legislatures are not
performing their constitutional obligations.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

S ENATOR LANDIS: We o w e kids in this state a g ood public
education, no matter where they come from, no matter how wealthy
their pare n ts are , no matter how wealthy their district is,
that's our constitutional obligation. And 1059 seeks to r e p l ace
a system which falls short, in my e stimation, of t hat
constitutional obligation. It says, first, that we should
expand our notions of what wealth is, beyond just property and
you and I know how skewed that system is. I t says we add to
that analysis local income, and we ask for the contributions of
t hose whose wea l t h is in the form of income rather than
property, and that's just. Beyond that point, 1059 says,
listen, if you look at b ot h pr o p ert y an d income and your
district is not well enough off, you' re going to turn our backs
on the old system of foundation aid that had no relationship to
need, and we' re going to take the state's portion of money and
use it to equalise between the wealthy districts snd the poor
districts...

SPEAKER BARRETT: Ti me.

SENATOR LANDIS: ...to meet that constitutional obligation. And
that is my rationale to explain to unhappy and I 'm sure
dissatisfied constituents who will not be pleased to know that
their total tax burden will go up probably beyond the measure of
their property tax relief under this measure. But , f or me,
that's a sufficient justification, and I intend to vote for this

SPEAKER BARRETT: Whi l e the Legislature is in session and
capable of transacting business, I propose to sign and I do sign
LR 265, LR 264, LR 263 , and LR 262. Senator Schmit, w ould y o u
care t o di sc us s t he advancement of the bill, fol lowed by
Senators NcFarland, Elmer, Nelson and Hartnett.

b il l .
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